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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Staff give children a warm welcome as they happily arrive at the setting. Children
confidently leave their parents and settle quickly, engaging in activities with their
friends. Staff know the children well and develop secure and nurturing relationships
with them. They recognise each child's unique personality and the additional
support that some children need, such as comfort and cuddles to help them to
settle. This supports children's emotional development and well-being.

Leaders and staff plan a range of activities to promote children's communication
and language development. For example, children enjoy singing familiar songs and
listening to familiar stories throughout the setting. Staff engage children in
meaningful conversations, asking questions to encourage discussion and a deeper
level of understanding. For instance, older children take part in sensory activities,
where they learn how to use words to describe what they are seeing, feeling and
smelling. Staff use additional ways to support children's communication, such as
sign language and picture symbols. Children's language skills flourish as they
become confident communicators.

Leaders and staff help children to develop their understanding of how to behave
appropriately from a young age. They give children lots of praise and
encouragement, which helps to build their self-confidence. Staff encourage children
to take turns, use good manners and be kind to each other. For example, children
welcome their friends to join in their play, as they share and create potions in the
mud kitchen together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The provider is passionate about their role and puts a strong emphasis on staff
well-being. Staff express that they feel valued and well supported. They have
regular supervision and access to ongoing professional development. Leaders
and staff continually reflect as a team to develop and enhance the setting. The
provider uses additional funding that children are entitled to, effectively. For
instance, they have used funding to develop a sensory room. This provides
children with a calm space to support their emotional development.

B Leaders and staff support children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) extremely well. They identify children with SEND through
assessments and discussions with parents. They complete timely referrals and
are committed to collaborating with parents and other professionals to ensure
that children receive targeted support. This helps children with SEND to receive
the support they need at the earliest opportunity.

B Leaders and staff have a clear curriculum in place. They plan an overall broad
range of exciting activities, which generally engage children well and follow

Inspection report: Little Love Lane Pre-School and Nursery CIC 2
23 April 2025



Oféted

children's interests. For example, older children enjoy exploring sand and use
their imaginations by pretending to be builders. Staff use this as an opportunity
to extend children's language, talking about what builders do and wear.
However, at times, the curriculum does not fully support younger children's
learning. For instance, some activities in the baby room are not planned well
enough to engage, and meet the needs of, all babies. This means, at times,
babies lose interest. This does not consistently support them to make progress.

B Mathematics is integrated into all activities. For example, children expressively
talk about value and number during their play. Staff extend children's learning by
talking to them about one more and one less. Furthermore, staff talk to children
about shapes as they complete puzzles. This helps children to make good
progress in their mathematical development.

W Staff provide children with daily opportunities to develop their physical skills and
enjoy the vast outdoor space. For instance, older children learn how to balance
as they navigate walking through and around different-sized tyres. Staff working
with babies know how to encourage them to reach, pull themselves up and gain
their balance as they get ready for walking. For example, babies are supported
to pull themselves up to stand at the water tray. Staff support and encourage
children to take part in active music sessions. For instance, children excitedly
engage in familiar songs, following the actions and dance moves. This supports
children's health and well-being.

m Staff help children to learn about the world. They teach them about mutual
respect and acceptance. For example, children enjoy learning about different
cultures and values. They bring in photos from home that reflect differences in
families. Children enjoy sharing these with their friends and proudly point out
their photos on the display. This gives children a sense of belonging.

B Partnerships with parents are a key strength of this setting. Leaders and staff
support parents and communicate with them extremely well. They regularly
share children's progress, next steps in learning and home learning ideas to
further children's development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen the curriculum for babies so that the youngest children consistently
have well-planned opportunities to engage in learning to support their
development.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2716154

Local authority Isle of Wight

Inspection number 10388514

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 65

Number of children on roll 124

Name of registered person Little Love Lane Pre-School and Nursery CIC
Telephone number 01983200349

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Love Lane Pre-school and Nursery CIC originally registered in 1997 and
reregistered following a change to directors in 2023. The setting is situated in
Cowes, Isle of Wight. It is open from 7.45am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year
round. The setting employs 24 staff, 19 of whom have an early years qualification
at level 3 or above. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three-
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicole Atkinson
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Inspection activities

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the pre-school and nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

B Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and
management of the setting.

W Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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